
Vietnam & Cambodia Biking 

DAY 1 

The Imperial City of Hue 

This morning we meet at the Sofitel Metropole in Hanoi and head straight to the airport for our short 

flight to Hue. In Hue, we’ve chosen the most picture-perfect area for our first ride and will introduce you 

to some of the most beautiful scenery central Vietnam has to offer. We’ll pause for lunch in a French 

colonial restaurant located in the shadows of the Citadel. The menu highlights some of Hue’s culinary 

history and serves as a great introduction to a wide array of flavours and taste combinations that make 

Vietnam’s cuisine some of the most interesting and unique in the world. 

After lunch, we explore the Imperial Forbidden City, the former home of the last Vietnamese Imperial 

Dynasty and now a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Cocktails and dinner will be at the hotel, where we will 

once again sample local specialties and enjoy Vietnamese hospitality. 

 

DAY 2 

Further into Hue 

Today’s ride loops through the quiet rice fields and over small riverside paths before ending at the Thien 

Mu Pagoda. From here, we board our private riverboat and cruise up the Perfume River—enjoying lunch 

on board along the way—to the tomb of the Nguyen King, Minh Mang. Perhaps you will opt for more 

biking after lunch or choose to drive back to Hue and visit the other imperial tombs or enjoy a massage 

at the hotel’s excellent spa. 

Dinner is at our friend Mr. Vinh’s house. A relative of the Nguyen Dynasty, Mr. Vinh, and his wife 

welcome us into their traditional home to enjoy Mrs. Vinh’s cooking and the art of feng shui in their 

beautiful courtyard, alongside the sounds of bullfrogs and crickets. 

Activity:  Day 1: A 25 km (16 mi.) ride through the picturesque fields and towns around Hue. 

Day 2: A 24 km (16 mi.) bike ride through the countryside with sections along the Perfume River, with an 

additional 13 km (8 mi.) option. 

Meals Day 1: Lunch, Dinner 

Meals Day 2: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

 

DAY 3 

Cau Hai Lagoon 

Our ride today rolls to the banks of Cau Hai Lagoon, passing by fishermen and oyster farms along the 

way. Lunch will be at a lagoon-side resort before we continue the day’s exploration. After lunch, you can 

choose to proceed by bike up and over the famous, but challenging, Hai Van Pass: the “Pass of the 

Clouds.” Whatever you decide, we’ll all continue past Danang to Hoi An and our home for the next three 



nights—a fabulous Four Seasons resort. After settling in, we head into town to dine riverside, beginning 

with a cocktail or two at our friend Duc’s restaurant, where we will taste this culinary wizard’s signature 

lemongrass-infused martini and sit down for a tasting of Vietnam’s best fusion cuisine. This evening will 

be impossible to forget! 

 

DAY 4 

Hoi An 

Beginning in a pottery village, we head out for a ride that loops around Hoi An, passing through 

traditional rice paddies and fish farms interspersed with ancestral tombs, water buffalo and hundreds of 

smiling children. We finish at our favourite cooking school in a riverside setting for a mid-morning 

culinary class that will keep us entertained, trained and well fed. Afterward, we will head into Hoi An via 

riverboat, watching on as the local fishermen reel in their daily catch. 

The afternoon is yours to explore Hoi An, a charming little trading post town that feels like a step back in 

time. Once a vital seaport on par with Macau, the now tranquil Hoi An has been incredibly well 

preserved; its fascinating medley of architecturally diverse 400-year-old buildings and intact 

streetscapes has merited it UNESCO World Heritage Site status. You may also choose to do some 

shopping in this garment mecca—a tailor-made suit or dress are the usual call—or you can simply take 

in the sights of this magnificent little town. 

Tonight you have the chance to explore the culinary delights of Hoi An’s quaint, lantern-lit streets on 

your own. Just ask your guides for some ideas or let your stomach lead the way. 

Activity:  Day 3: A 30 km (18 mi.) ride on mostly flat terrain with a few climbs towards the end, and a 

21km (13 mi.) long option over the Hai Van Pass (9% grade). 

Day 4: A 20 km (12 mi.) loop ride around the flat countryside surrounding Hoi An. 

Meals Day 3: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Meals Day 4: Breakfast, Lunch 

 

DAY 5 

Exploring Hoi An Further 

We’ll rise early this morning to watch the women haggle over the daily fish catch and visit stalls offering 

the freshest vegetables in Hoi An. The experience is sure to stimulate your senses and provide some of 

the best photo memories in your trip scrapbook! We then head out on a scenic and relaxing ride, 

starting east of downtown and biking up and over a brand-new bridge to the south of Hoi An. Prepare 

for some fantastic riding, as you zoom past rice fields and through local villages. 

 



The afternoon is yours to spend as you choose: finish having your tailor clothes made, visit some of Hoi 

An’s fabulous photography galleries, or soak up another spa treatment at the Four Seasons spa. In the 

early afternoon, we head to a private home for an exclusive dinner that will have us feeling like locals. 

Activity:  A 31 km (18 mi.) flat bike ride. 

Meals Day 5: Breakfast, Dinner 

 

DAY 6 

Cambodia 

After breakfast this morning, your guide will give you a couple of options: either another easy bike loop 

or relaxing and shopping in Hoi An. In the early afternoon, we venture to the Marble Mountains, a group 

of five marble hillocks that were once islands. Each is said to represent one of the five elements of the 

universe: water, wood, fire, metal and earth. The largest mountain, the Water Mountain or Thuy Son, 

houses several ancient Buddhist sanctuaries. There are wonderful views over the Eastern Sea, a popular 

rest-and-relaxation spot for American soldiers during the Vietnam War. This evening, we will enjoy a 

casual dinner before our evening flight to Cambodia.   

 

DAY 7 

The Temples of Bayon and Angkor 

Waking up in Cambodia, we’ll begin today’s discoveries with visits to the temples of Bayon and Angkor 

Wat with our local guide, who will bring the celestial stone dancers to life. First, we head to Bayon to 

visit this exquisite Buddhist temple before hopping on our bikes to explore the park on two wheels. 

Amid a jungle of silk cotton and strangler fig trees, we’ll pedal along bike trails which—once upon a 

time—were only travelled by majestic elephants. We will then head back to our hotel to enjoy lunch at 

leisure and perhaps a cat nap in the shade by the pool. 

After a bit of relaxation, we will head to the magnificent Angkor Wat, where our local guide will teach us 

all about this grand temple that has defied time and nature for over 700 years. Tonight you will head 

into town for dinner on your own; your guide will be happy to make recommendations. 

Activity:  Day 6: Morning 25 km (15 mi.) bike ride and a 3 km (2 mi.) afternoon walk. 

Day 7: An easygoing 23 km (14 mi.) bike ride on the flat, 'Grand Circuit.' 

Meals Day 6: Breakfast, Dinner 

Meals Day 7: Breakfast, Lunch 

 

 

 



DAY 8 

Cambodian Countryside 

This morning, we head out to the Roluos Group of Temples east of Siem Reap and jump on our bikes for 

a fantastic ride through the countryside. We’ll enter the archaeological park from a unique direction and 

mid-morning, we’ll meet with an archeologist from the Angkor Park who is working on the in-depth 

restoration of the temple Phnom Bakheng. Butterfield & Robinson has partnered with the World 

Monuments Fund, a nonprofit organization dedicated to the preservation and restoration of heritage 

sites worldwide, and it is because of this partnership that we have the opportunity to visit areas of the 

park not often seen by other tourists. 

This afternoon, we will head for a sunset visit of Ta Prohm, the jungle temple. Part strangler fig tree and 

part rock-masterpiece, this temple is a mystery of its own. As the rays of the setting sun dance towards 

the ground through the giant leaves overhead, you might find yourself transported to another kingdom, 

maybe even another century.  

This evening, we will celebrate our fantastic adventure at our favourite place in town. 

Activity:  An easygoing 21 km (12 mi.) bike ride along flat roads and an additional 17 km (10 mi.) 

afternoon option. 

Meals Day 8: Breakfast, Dinner 

 

DAY 9 

Farewells 

Our adventure together comes to a close after breakfast at the hotel. We would be happy to make 

transportation arrangements to the airport. Or better yet, join us in Laos! 

Meals Day 9: Breakfast 


